
EMPOWERING THE NEXT GENERATION OF YOUNG WOMEN LEADERS

ABOUT US
The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders is a college preparatory public school of choice 
founded to educate young women that reflect Austin’s diverse community and give them the 
confidence and skills necessary to attend and graduate college. Built as part of a unique model, 
the school is neither a magnet nor charter, ARS serves grades 6-12 in the Austin Independent School 
District and is open to applications from students that reside within the district’s attendance zone. 
Through its unique approach to education, the Ann Richards School has become a nationally 
recognized school focused on leadership, college readiness, project-based learning, and STEM. 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders dedicates itself to prepare young women to 
attend and graduate from college, commit to a healthy and well-balanced lifestyle, lead with courage 
and compassion, and solve problems creatively and ethically in support of our global community.

OUR STUDENTS
More than 950 students attend the Ann Richards School from all corners of Austin with a student body 
that represents the demographic diversity of Austin ISD – 46% Hispanic, 41% Caucasian, 4% African 
American, 5% Asian American, and 5% Multiracial. We place a focus on personal development of the 
whole person—providing students with enriching academic opportunities that expand their horizons 
and give them tools to become confident and competent leaders, improve their communities, and 
achieve their dream of graduating from college. Ann Richards School students love learning, have the 
desire to succeed, and care about the future of the world. The vision of the Ann Richards School is to 
help students who are the first in their family to attend and graduate from college.

OUR ACADEMICS
The Ann Richards School provides a challenging, college-preparatory curriculum with an emphasis 
on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) skills, with project-based, experiential learning 
to enhance real-world application, and includes collaborative projects within the community to 
explore career options. Students graduate on the Distinguished Level of Achievement Program 
(DAP), the most demanding requirements in Texas.

OUR PARTNERSHIPS
The Ann Richards School is supported by a unique public-private-partnership between Austin ISD 
and the Ann Richards School Foundation. The Foundation supports enrichment programming 
including professional development for teachers, STEM curriculum, college visits and advisement, 
and educational field trips. The Ann Richards School is a member of the Young Women’s Preparatory 
Network, International Coalition of Girls’ Schools, and the Young Women’s Leadership Network.

STEM PATHWAYS
High school students choose one sequence of four year-long courses in a STEM subject: Biomedical 
Sciences, Engineering, or Media Technology. Biomedical students have access to state-of-the-art, 
university-level laboratories. Engineering students focus on Project-Based Learning through 
innovative Maker Education philosophy. Media Tech courses are articulated with Austin Community 
College (ACC). Seniors work in interdisciplinary teams on a Capstone project addressing a 
community need. Juniors participate in a week-long internship with Austin area business partners.

INTERNSHIPS
The Junior Internship program partners the Ann Richards School with organizations throughout 
the Austin area for students to gain real-world experience. Students participate in a weeklong 
internship, learning more about potential STEM careers. Prior to internship week, students learn 
professional skills like resume writing, proper interview skills, and office attire and etiquette. Internship 
partners participate in a day of interviews on campus, asking questions about the potential projects 
during internship week. Internship week offers a life-changing experience for students to gain 
leadership skills in areas and careers where women are traditionally underrepresented.
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Our Accolades

Top 100
U.S. News and 
World Report
Best High Schools
Nationally at #97.

College Matriculation

Since 2013, ARS graduates 
have matriculated at 216 
unique colleges.

80% attend 4-year 
institutions.

20% attend 2-year 
institutions.

Student Body

Enrollment
High School: 476
Freshmen: 144
Sophomors: 130
Juniors: 110

Seniors: 92

Middle School: 484

7 out of 7
Academic Distinctions
from the Texas Education 
Agency, and a 97 out of 
100, or an A, on the 2026
accountability rating.



GRADING SCALE AND CLASS RANKS

The Ann Richards School does not rank our students, with the exception of students in the top 10% for Texas public universities. 
GPA for high school work determined on a 4.0 scale, weighted +1.0 for TIER I classes (Honors, AP and STEM Pathway courses).

ADVANCED COURSES & TEST RESULTS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AP TESTING: 2026 RESULTS

306
Students Took AP Exams

782
Exams Completed

71%
of Exam Results 3+

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: Volleyball | Soccer | Swimming | Track and Field
Cross Country | Middle School Tennis | Basketball | Softball

Activities: National Honor Societies | Marching Band | Color 
Guard | Robotics Team | Orchestra | Theatre | Dance | Cheer

Biology
Calculus AB
Calculus BC

Comparative Government
Computer Science Principles

English Language
English Literature

Environmental Science
French Language

Human Geography
Physics

Precalculus
Spanish Language 100%

Participation
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COURSES TAKEN BY THE ARS CLASS OF 2027

All ARS students take courses in English, Social Studies, Science, Math and STEM Pathway each year of high school. Advanced level coursework
 is denoted as Honors (H) or Advanced Placement (AP). In addition, Physical Education, Fine Arts and Elective courses are required.

FIRST YEAR

English

Social Studies

Math

Science

World Languages

English 1 (H)

Ethnic Studies (H)
(SSADV1 & SSADV2)

Geometry (H)

Biology (H)

Spanish II (H)

(if Algebra 1 in 8th grade)

French II (H)

Algebra 1 (H)

SECOND YEAR

English 2 (H)

AP World History

Algebra 2 (H)

Physics (H)

Spanish III (H)

Geometry (H)

French III (H)

THIRD YEAR

AP English Language

AP US History

AP Precalculus

Chemistry (H)

AP Spanish Language

Algebra 2 (H)

AP French Language

FOURTH YEAR

AP English Literature

AP US Government

AP Calculus

AP Environmental Science

AP Spanish Language

AP Statistics

AP Physics

French 5 (H)

Personal Financial Literacy

AP Precalculus

AP Biology

Spanish 1 or French 1 
required in 8th grade

STEM PATHWAYS (Career and Technical) - students choose one pathway

Engineering

Biomedical Science

Media Technology

IED:

HUMBODSY:

Introduction to

Human Body
Systems (H)

Engineering Design (H)

GRAPHDI1:
Graphic Design 1 (H)

ENGSCIEN:

BIOTECH1:

Engineering Science (H)

Biotechnology I (H)

ANIMAT1:
Animation I (H)

DIGELC:

MICRO:

Digital Electronics (H)

Medical Microbiology (H)

TADGAA:
Digital Arts &
Animation (H)

ENGDPRS:

BIOTECH2:

Engineering Design &

Biotechnology 2 (H)

Problem Solving (H)

ANIMAT2:
Animation II (H)

Other Courses Available

Electives: AP Computer Science | Creative Writing | Technical Writing | AP Human Geography | Sports Medicine 
Principles of Applied Engineering (PRAPPENG) Health | Yearbook | Leadworthy | Special Topics in Social Science (SPTSS) 

College Readiness | Speech (PROFCOMM) | Fundamentals of Computer Science (TACFS) | Peer Assistance and Leadership (PAAL)

Visual and Fine Arts: Band | Orchestra | Dance | Choir | Piano | Color Guard (DANCE) | Guitar | Ensemble | Visual Media | Drawing 
Studio Art | Painting | Sculpture | 2 Dimensional Art | 3 Dimensional Art | Theater | Theater Production

Spanish Literature 
Statistics

Studio Arts
US Government 

US History
World History


