
 

 

 

 

Ann Richards School Personal Device Guidelines 

At Ann Richards, we aim to foster a healthy learning environment by using technology in focused and 
responsible ways that support creative problem solving and ethical leadership while reducing distractions 
in the classroom, improving academic performance, promoting student well-being, and addressing 
concerns about cyberbullying and mental health associated with excessive screen time. 

Per Texas Texas House Bill 1481, student use of devices such as cell phones, tablets, smartwatches, 
bluetooth-enabled headphones, and other devices capable of telecommunication or digital communication 
during the school day, including personal laptops, is prohibited. Only district-issued Chromebooks will be 
allowed. Use of any personal electronic device during the school day, defined as 8:45 AM to 4:35 PM. 

We ask each student to keep their personal devices powered down and out of sight for the duration of 
the school day, including during lunch and passing periods, to enhance focus and engagement. They must 
be kept in backpacks, not on their person. 

At the Beginning of the School Day: 

In alignment with our vision of supporting wellness and strengthening community, students are 
encouraged to power off devices once they arrive on campus. However, they must power off their cell 
phones and stow phones, headphones/earbuds, smartwatches and non-AISD personal computers in their 
backpacks no later than 8:45 AM. 

It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at assembly/class punctually with their non-AISD devices 
powered down and out of sight. Phones and other devices are not allowed to be out of backpacks during 
school hours unless there is a written accommodation plan allowing it (Please see grade-level 
administrator for questions about this item.) 

Throughout the School Day: 

Maintain your powered-down cell phone, non-AISD personal computer, smartwatches and 
headphones/earbuds securely within your backpack for the duration of the school day. Accessing your 
devices anywhere on campus during the school day is strictly prohibited. MS students will enjoy a device-
free lunch. High school students may use district-issued Chromebooks during lunch.  

Conclusion of the School Day: 

Upon the 4:35 dismissal bell, students are permitted to use their cell phones, smartwatches, non-AISD 
personal computers, and headphones/earbuds even while on campus. 

 
 



 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What if I need to reach my child during the school day? 

We want our students to be engaged in their learning, and the best policy is to plan and communicate 
ahead. However, we know that sometimes things come up and you need to be able to get a message to 
your child during the day. If you need to contact your child during school, you may call the front office and 
your message will be delivered to your child’s classroom. If there is a last-minute change in plans for after 
school, please call the front office, but feel free to text your child that information as well. They will be 
able to access it and get your message when they turn on their phone after the 4:35 dismissal bell. 

What if my child needs to reach me during the school day? 

All classrooms and offices are equipped with landline phones. If it is essential that a student contact you 
during the school day, they should do so during passing periods or lunch, not during class time. With 
teacher permission, and without interfering with instructional time, students may use a classroom phone 
during passing periods. During lunch, students must use the phone in the front office. 

What if my child is ill and needs to call home? 

Any student experiencing symptoms of illness should report to the nurse’s office. Our nurse will work 
with your student to determine next steps and will call home from her office if needed. Students should 
never call home and request to be picked up due to illness without seeing the nurse first per AISD policy. 

What if there is a school emergency? 

In case of a school emergency, we direct our students to safety first, following our school emergency 
preparedness protocol. Under those protocols, first responders do not want students using cell phones. In 
an actual emergency, when first responders or AISD Safety & Security determine it is safe and 
appropriate, students may use their phones to let parents know they are okay. As a reminder, when the 
campus enters a serious safety protocol like a lockdown or evacuation, all parents are sent a message 
through the parent notification system, along with potential next steps. 

What are the consequences if my child is found using their cell phone during the school day? 

The consequence for using a cell phone during the school day is outlined on the following page.  Please 
see the consequences to understand what will happen with each offense.  

Are there exceptions for students with accommodations that require the use of a cell phone or personal 
device? 
 
We do have students who will require the use of their phone for health and accessibility reasons. 
Students with 504 or Individual Education Plan (IEP) accommodation plans may be allowed to use their 
devices as specified in the plan. Please contact the grade-level administrator if you have further questions 
about this.  

 

 

 



 
Consequences  

First Offense 
● The device will be picked up and kept in the grade-level 
Counselor’s office for the day. The student cannot pick up the device 
from the counselor’s office until the 4:35 dismissal. 
● The offense will be noted in eCST with a technology violation 
action code (demerit), and parent(s) will be notified by email. 
● A warning will be given to the student about additional 
consequences for non-compliance with the device-free environment. 

Second Offense 
● The device will be picked up and kept in the grade-level Assistant 
Principal’s office for the day. The student cannot pick up the device 
from the Assistant Principal’s office until the 4:35 dismissal. 
● The offense will be noted in eCST with a technology violation 
action code (demerit), and parent(s) will be notified by email. 
● A warning will be given to the student and parent/guardian about 
additional consequences for non-compliance with the device-free 
environment. 

Third Offense 
● The device will be picked up and kept in the grade-level Assistant 
Principal’s office for the day. The parent/guardian will be contacted and 
MUST pick up the cell phone (students will not be allowed to retrieve 
their phone). 
● The offense will be noted in eCST with a technology violation 
action code (demerit). A third device violation will also trigger the 
assignment of Friday Reflection Hall. The student and parent(s) will be 
notified of the Friday Reflection Hall assignment by email. 
● A warning will be given to the student and parent/guardian about 
additional consequences for non-compliance with the device-free 
environment. 

Fourth Offense ● Device will be picked up and kept in the grade-level Assistant 
Principal’s office for the day. Parent/Guardian will be contacted and 
MUST pick up device (no students will be allowed to retrieve their 
phone).  
● Offense will be noted in eCST with technology violation action 
code (demerit). 
● Warning given to student and parent/guardian about additional 
consequences that will happen for non-compliance of device-free 
environment. 
● Student-carry privilege is lost for 20 school days. Device must 
either be left at home or checked in with the grade-level counselor 
before 1st period and cannot be picked up until 4:35 dismissal. 
(Offense 5 goes into effect if 20 days are not completed). 

Fifth Offense ● Student Success Contract issued. 

 


